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We’ve had a busy February around the club. The renovation continues to make progress, and we are on
schedule to turn over the inside of the clubhouse by the end of March. The pro shop is temporarily set up in
the new fairway lounge while we renovate the permanent pro shop space. The new stairway leading to the
dining room is open, so please feel free to start entering the dining room or main bar through this entrance.
Thank you for your patience as we wrap up this much needed project.
I have heard nothing but great reviews about the Valentine’s dinner executed by Joe, Chef Jason and the rest
of our dining team. We are so grateful for their thoughtfulness in creating a fine dining holiday experience
for our members. Another huge thank you goes to Chris Collins for continuing the tradition and organizing
another successful Super Bowl Scramble golf tournament. Apparently I need to pick better teammates since
-21 took home the title this year.

President’s Message

President’s Message

Our 2022 golf tournament schedule has been finalized. Please make a special note on your calendar for the
Mountaineer signup on Saturday, April 23rd starting at 8:00am. Arriving early with your application will help
ensure your spot in the tournament. This Summer Paul Helle and his staff will be hosting 3 golf camps for our
Junior golfers, and we are also working on the details for Junior golf league options this year.
Tyler Guy and our grounds crew are working hard to prepare our golf course for a fantastic season. We will
be performing a process called “Drill and Fill” on March 2nd-3rd, weather permitting. This process of pulling
plugs from the greens and filling them with sand allows oxygen and nutrients to better nourish the turf.
If you haven’t dined at the club lately, I would highly recommend checking out the newly renovated dining
room and main bar. Joe and Chef Jason are creating great specials every week. The planning process has
already begun with the Mountaineer, pool opening and of course our Centennial anniversary events.
As always, thank you for your support.
Chad Sikes
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Golf Comes to the Mountain...
When Charles James opened his grand resort - the Signal Mountain Inn - in the summer of 1913, it offered a
variety of amenities for its guests, including a swimming pool, tennis courts, horseback riding, and hiking trails to
Rainbow Lake. We don’t know if golf was part of his original plan, but if it wasn’t, it wouldn’t be long before it was
on his mind.
In September of that year, just three months after the hotel opened for business, Francis Ouimet did the impossible
and won the U.S. Open at The Country Club in his hometown of Brookline, Massachusetts. Ouimet was an
unknown 20 year-old amateur who won the championship in a play-off against the two biggest golf stars of the
day, Englishmen Ted Ray and the great Harry Vardon. To this day, Ouimet’s victory is widely considered the
greatest upset in the history of the game, and it brought unprecedented attention to golf, with front page stories
in newspapers from coast to coast. Prior to that, golf was widely considered a rich man’s sport, played almost
exclusively by society’s elite. However, the victory by Ouimet, a former caddy and the son of immigrants, inspired a
golf boom that included new golfers from all walks of life. It was estimated that in 1913, there were about 350,000
golfers in the U.S., but within ten years, that number had exploded to 2.1 million.

Centennial Spotlight

Centennial Spotlight

Mr. James was undoubtedly aware of the new popularity of golf, and within just two years, the wheels were in
motion to add a course to his new mountaintop resort, with the help of a British golf professional named Reuben
Wakerley. Wakerley was born in London and as a young man, he served a golf apprenticeship under Scotsman
James Braid, a five-time Open champion, renowned and prolific golf course architect, and a member of the World
Golf Hall of Fame. Wakerley was described in one newspaper article as “a stockily built Englishman who knows
the game of golf from A to Z” and as one “imbued with all the best traditions of the game.” He worked as a golf
professional in England for 11 years before moving to America in 1908. He was the longtime professional at
Huntington Country Club on Long Island, serving there from 1911 until 1936, except for one year - 1915 - when
he served as the professional at the Chattanooga Golf and Country Club.
At the time, CGCC was the only golf course in the Chattanooga area, so it
only made sense for Mr. James to reach out to Wakerley to help him with
his new course on Signal Mountain. During his short stint as the pro at
Chattanooga, Wakerley designed the course on Signal before returning to
New York, where he worked for the next 20 years.
The Signal Mountain golf course opened for play in 1916. According to the
1916 American Annual Golf Guide, there were 742 courses in the US that
year, and the vast majority of them were concentrated in the Northeast. By
1923, there were more than 1,900 courses in America, so Signal was clearly
part of a larger boom of course construction occurring at that time. Signal’s
was the second course built in the Chattanooga area, and a newspaper article
about the new course stated that it would “be open to members of the
Chattanooga Golf and Country Club and to visiting tourists.”
Legend has long held that Signal’s course opened as a nine-hole layout and
that the second nine holes (our front nine today) was added at some unknown
and later date. However, this does not appear to be the case, based on at
least two different newspaper articles about the course. In March, 1916, an
article in the “Atlanta Constitution” implied that the course had 18 holes
and mentioned the length of the course as more than 6,200 yards. Then in
1918, an article in “The Chattanooga News” about Mr. James referenced the
Francis Ouimet (right) en route to his historic
“excellent 18-hole golf course” that he had built on Signal. We may never
victory in the 1913 US Open.)
know the exact truth about this point, but it certainly appears as if the course
did, in fact, open with all 18 holes that we know today.
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Help Fund the Centennial Clock
As previously announced, SMGCC will install our new Centennial Clock this spring near the flag pole, putting green, and first tee.
It will be 11.5' tall with a double-sided face, and the fund-raising
for the clock is underway. We thank the many members who already have donated toward the clock and encourage those who
have not donated yet to make a contribution. This is a great way
to participate in our centennial celebration and commemorate our
club's first 100 years with a beautiful addition to our grounds.
Donations should be submitted to the business office in the form
of cash or a check made out to "SMGCC Centennial Fund." Also,
your donation can be billed to your club account. Simply inform
Katherine or Kelly in the business office the amount you'd like to
donate, and they can add that amount to your next monthly statement. Thank you for your consideration of a donation.

UPDATE TO PAYMENT TERMS
Effective June 1, 2022
Payments for statement balances are due the 10th
of each month following the statement date.
Effective June 1, 2022, a new 15 day
“GRACE PERIOD” will go into effect.
Any payments received AFTER the 25th of each month will be
considered LATE and be subject to late fees.
Please call the Business Office at 423-886-5767 Ext. 225
to set up for automatic payment to avoid late fees.

From the Clubhouse

Happy Valentine’s Day We’re all looking forward to Valentine’s Day Dinner at the

Club. If you have not already made reservations make them soon. See page 5 to review the

March Brings us Two Celebrations, Fat Tuesday, Tuesday March 1st and St.
Valentine’s Day Dinner Menu.
Patrick’s Day Thursday March 17th. Chef Jason will feature a Special Fat Tuesday
Menu
as well
a special
St.nicely
Patrick’s
Day Menu.
Reservations
are suggested
for
Renovations
areasmoving
along
with work
beginning
on the Ballroom,
Patio and Pro
either
days.
Click
here for
menus.
An Lounge,
email blast
will
be sent
for
both
days.
Shop and
work
wrapping
up in
the Ladies
Men’s
Locker
Room
and
Glass
Staircase.
Once these areas are completed, we will begin completing the Terrace Deck and front
entrance.

As you can see the Glass Stairway is now open and soon the main entrance will
be
closed
offthat
so Kid’s
Terrace
construction
can betocompleted.
Both
Men’s
Ladies
Don’t
forget
Eat Free
night has moved
Sunday nights
along
with and
Sunday
Night
Fried Chicken
Make
plans joinby
us and
areas
suggested.
Also,Ladies
Wine
Locker
RoomsDinner.
will be
operational
the reservations
end of March
well as the
Wednesday’s have become a popular night to enjoy dinner at the Club and enjoy all house
Lounge.
wines at 50% off.

Looking
forward
to seeing
all soon
at the
Clubhouse,
As
we begin
work
on theyou
Terrace
Deck
and
new Front Entrance, entry to the
Clubhouse will be via the Glass Staircase.
Joe Fidelibus, Clubhouse Manager

Joe Fidelibus, Clubhouse Manager

Special Fat Tuesday Entrees

Join us Tuesday March 1st for a taste of New
Orleans
Ready your taste buds for an authentic taste of
Mardi gras
Red Beans & Rice $15

Slow cooked with Andouille Sausage and served with your choice of
Salad or Gumbo

Shrimp Creole $18

Simmering in the "Trinity" of vegetables Shrimp and Spices served
over Rice. Served with your choice of Salad or Gumbo

tar isteach linn don dinnéar
Celebrate St. Patrick's Day with us!
Thursday March 17th
Corned Beef or Shephard’s Pie Dinner $20

We will start with an Irish Stew as our Soup
Course, and your choice of Corned Beef and
Cabbage or Shephard's Pie
Dessert Feature $6
Mint Chocolate Cheesecake
Irish Coffee $7
Rich Coffee with Jamison’s Irish Whiskey and
Whipped Cream

The golf season has started slowly with all of the rain and cold snaps in January and February, but
hopefully some nice weather is just around the corner. The golf shop will begin receiving the newest
equipment offerings from Titleist, Mizuno, Ping, and Scotty Cameron. The shop has already received
our first shipment from Turtleson and Straight Down and should be receiving apparel from Criquet and
Onward Reserve soon. The golf shop has officially moved into the Fairway Lounge while the contractors
begin the remodel of the Golf Shop.
The tournament season is upon us, and you do not want to miss an opportunity to sign up for the 2022
Tournament Program. The Tournament Program is a way to prepay, at a deeply discounted rate, for a
number of events on the tournament schedule. The Tournament Program includes 12 different events
for the low price of $200. It would cost $435 to pay for all of these events individually. We also have a
discounted rate for ladies at just $75.

Golf News

Golf News

Mountaineer Sign-up
The Tournament Committee would like to announce the process for signing up to play in the 2022
Mountaineer.
On Saturday, April 23rd at 8:00 am EST we will begin taking applications on a “first come, first served”
basis. The tournament price this year is $950.
We will take the first 78 in order to give as many members the chance to play as possible. We expect to
have a strong waiting list due to the amount of new members.
We understand that this process may cause some questions, but we believe this is the most fair and
equitable way for ALL members to have an opportunity. Applications may be dropped off in person by a
spouse, or another NON playing member.
The only automatic spots are held by the current Board of Directors as we are trying to incentivize interest
in those positions.
We look forward to seeing you at 8:00am on April 23rd in the card room.

Upcoming Events:
April 2			
March 1-3 		
March 7-10		
March 17			
April 1			
April 9			
April 14 			
April 16			
April 22			

Mountain Mule
Greens Drill and Fill
Aerification (Weather Permitting)
Thursday Night Game Begins
Couples Golf Begins
Match Play Brackets Released
Ladies Opening Day
Super Skins/Shootout #1
Fitting Day with Titleist
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2 0 2 2 SM G C C T ou r n a m en t Sc h ed u le
February 26 Mountain Mule
March 1-4
Greens Drill and Fill
March 7-11
Aerification (Weather Dependent)
April 1
Couples Golf Begins
April 9
Match Play Brackets Released
April 14
Ladies Opening Day
April 16
Super Skins / Shootout #1
April 27
One Day Mem-Mem / Mem-Guest
April 30
Spring Putting Tournament
May 7-8
Member-Member
May 20-22
Signal Mountain Invitational
May 30
Memorial Day Scramble / Shootout #2
June 18
Super Skins / Shootout #3
June 22
One Day Mem-Mem / Mem-Guest
June 24-26
Men’s Club Championship (Championship Flight)
June 25-26
Men’s Club Championship (Gross and Net)
July 4
Flag Day / Shootout #4
July 9-10
Ladies Club Championship
July 22-24
Mountaineer
Aug 2 & 4
Laura Newbourne Best-Better Tournament
August 6
Super Skins / Shootout #5
Aug 13-14
Haskew Cup at SMGCC
Aug 15-19
Aerification (Weather Dependent)
Sep 5
Labor Day Tournament / Shootout Finale
Sep 11
St. Charles Cup at SMGCC
Sep 18
Parent-Child
Sep 20-23
Kistler Cup
Sep 28
One Day Mem-Mem / Mem-Guest
Sep 30-Oct 1 Malarkey Cup
October 11-14 Tennessee State Senior Match Play Championship
October 26
One Day Mem-Mem / Mem-Guest
October 27
Ladies Closing Day
October 29
Fall Putting Tournament
November 5 Superintendent’s Revenge
*Tournament Program Event *LGA Event

Signal Mountain Golf & Country Club
2020 Tournament Program
Tournament Program Fee: $200
Ladies Program Fee: $75

Date

Event

Tournament
Program
Entry Fee

26-Feb

Mountain Mule

$20

$35

9-Apr

Match Play Brackets
Released

$5

$25

27-Apr

One Day Member-Member /
Member-Guest

$20

$40

May 7-8

Spring Member-Member

$20

$50

30-May

Memorial Day Scramble

$5

$20

22-Jun

One Day Member-Member /
Member-Guest

$20

$40

June 2526

Men’s Club Championship
Gross and Net Division

$50

$75

4-Jul

Flag Day

$5

$20

July 9-10

Ladies Club Championship

$25

$40

5-Sep

Labor Day Tournament

$5

$20

28-Sep

One Day Member-Member /
Member-Guest

$20

$40

26-Oct

One Day Member-Member /
Member-Guest

$20

$40

5-Nov

Tough Day

$10

$30

Non-Program
Entry Fee

Putt
s from t
he Fringe

Putts From The Fringe
I have never been more excited to receive over 5 inches of rain in 3 days! Last month we contracted
the services of Innovative Drainage Technologies to improve our current greens drainage system. They
used ground penetrating radar to locate the pipe under the greens and the access points to the pipe.
After mapping the locations of the pipe, access points and drainage outfalls, the pipe was cleaned with
a spinning nozzle at 3000 psi. The pipe under the greens is perforated so that water from the green can
enter the pipe, over time these perforations get clogged with sediment and debris. Along the way we
found many instances of collapsed pipe that was impeding drainage, our crew followed the contractor
to expose and repair these pipes. We also discovered 8 drainage outfalls that were completely blocked.
These outfalls have been marked and repaired and I was very pleased to see water flowing through the
drainage pipe following heavy rain. This was an incredibly productive and educational process, without
maps we did not know exactly how the system was supposed to work. We now have a much better
understanding of the drainage system and how it ties in with the bunker drainage. During construction
it appears that the mountain became an issue in a few places but I think its design is more intuitive than
previously given credit for. The greens drainage is much improved over the last two weeks.
The drainage remediation is one step in extending the life of our aging greens but we are not done. We
have scheduled a “Drill and Fill” for March 2nd and 3rd. This process uses a machine that drills 8
inches into our greens profile and fills the channel with kiln dried sand. Water and air will move quickly
through these channels followed by deep roots that will provide us with healthier, firmer greens. Over
time greens profiles develop layers that slow the movement of water, air and roots. The Drill and Fill
will break through these layers. The contractor doing the drilling is working 7 days a week this time
of year and will deal with weather delays so when they are here and the weather allows, we have to drill.
The course can at least partially remain open during the process but I am asking for patience from the
membership while we are drilling. I believe this process will extend the life of our greens and provide
better long term playability and health, please bear with us.
Our routine aeration will follow the Drill and Fill. Core aeration is another important process and while
the Drill and Fill and aeration is healing we will experience poor putting conditions. Healing time will
largely depend on the weather and we will be feed the greens aggressively to heal as quickly as possible.
We have a lot of work to do and a lot to gain, it was difficult for me to write this without including a
Churchill quote. Thank you for your support and patience as we work to improve the golf course and
its infrastructure.
Tyler
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LGA Members
Looking forward to an exciting new golf season as we celebrate the Club’s 100th Year Anniversary,
completed House Renovation and a gorgeous golf course thanks to all of the winter work by Tyler
Guy and crew! A few etiquette reminders to start the season off right:
•
Get to the course at least 15 minutes before your tee time.
•
Replace divots, repair ball marks and rake bunkers.
•
Keep up with the group in front or allow faster groups to play through.
•
Heed cart rules to protect the course.
To All Ladies of the Club:
Finally, and on behalf of the SMLGA Swinging Sisters, I would like to extend an invitation to
contact me if you are interested in joining our group, taking a course tour, or would just like to
learn more about the game, rules and etiquette. We realize that many of you may not be able
to play early am on Tuesdays or Thursdays; however, if there is an interest, we should be able to
come up with a plan to meet your needs and hopefully grow the Ladies game of golf.
Looking forward to a great season ahead!

SMLGA News

SMLGA NEWS

Lynne Marks
902-0096
lymarks53@gmail.com

2022 Important SMLGA Dates
Dues to be paid by April 1st to participate**

April 14: Opening Day 9-Hole Select Shot
July 9-10: Club Championship
August 2 & 4: The Laura Newbourne Best-Better Tournament
September 11: St. Charles Cup at SMGCC
September 20-23: Kistler Cup
October 27: Closing Day Par 3 & Officers Election

** Send $50 check payable to SMLGA to Sylvia Friedl 412 N. Palisades Drive SM

Happy Birthday to our Aquarius, Pisces and Aries Swinging Sisters!
Laura Newbourne- Wednesday Feb 9
Amy Russell- Tuesday Feb 15
Rhoda Ruffner- Tuesday Feb 22
Barbara Burns- Sunday Feb 27
Pat Herring- Monday March 14
Debbie Durham- Saturday March 19
Candy Feher- Wednesday March 23
Minnie Lou Overton- Wednesday March 30
Karen Burns- Thursday March 31
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News & Announcement
s

Join Our Mailing List
Click Here

The Signal Mountain Golf & Country Club would
like to extend a warm welcome to the following new
members and returning members for February 2022:

Welcome To:

Ryan Ambrosetti (Junior), Physician with Erlanger Health
Systems, and wife Amy (Dietician) and children Reece
(6), Adelaide (4), and Emery (1)
Jeffrey Billings (Full), Attorney, and wife Pam and daughter
Emily Joe
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SMGCC
Book Club
Thursday March 17, 6:00 PM
To Be Announced
Thursday April 21, 6:00PM
To Be Announced
The “Lit Ladies” meet monthly
on the 3rd Thursday at 6 PM to
discuss & rate the current book.
We have dinner afterward. All
Ladies of the Club are welcome.
Please text or email Treena Smith
423-785-7470 or squirtzer@aol.
com.
Come join us for an evening of
fun!

.

March 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tue.

Wed.

Thu.

1

2

Special Fat
Tuesday Entrees

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines
Greens Drill &
Fill

Greens Drill &
Fill

Greens Drill &
Fill

3

Fri.
4

Sat.
5

Greens Drill &
Fill

6

7

8

9

10

11

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

Greens
Aerification

Greens
Aerification

Greens
Aerification

Family Night
Kids Eat Free

Greens
Aerification

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines
Greens
Aerification

15

16

17

18

19

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines

Book Club

23

24

25

26

13

14

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

Family Night
Kids Eat Free

20

21

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

27

28

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

Family Night
Kids Eat Free

22

St. Patrick’s
Dinner

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines

29

30
Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines

12

31

.

April 2022
Sun.

Mon.

Tue.

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.
1

Sat.
2

Couple’s Golf
Begins

3

4

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

5

11

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

12

Family Night
Kids Eat Free

17

18

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

24

25

Sunday Brunch
9am – 2pm

Club Closed

Family Night
Kids Eat Free

7

8

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines

Family Night
Kids Eat Free

10

6

19

26

Match Play
Brackets
Released

13

14

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines

Ladies Opening
Day

20

21

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines

Book Club

27

28

Wine
Wednesday
50% off House
Wines
One Day MemMem/MemGuest

9

15

16
Super Skins /
Shootout #3

22

23

29

30
Spring Putting
Tournament

Clubhouse Extensions:
(423) 886-5767

Golf Shop Hours
Tuesday - Sunday
7:30am - 6:30pm
(shop will close at 5:30pm after
DST)

Ollies
Press: 0
Pro Shop & Tee Times
Press: 1

Range
Tuesday - Sunday
8am - Dusk

Head Golf Pro, Paul Helle
Press: 2

Main Dining Room & Bar
Tuesday - Saturday: 10am - 8pm
Sunday: 10am - 7pm

To-Go Orders & Reservations
Press: 3
Main Bar
Press: 4

Men’s Card Room
Tuesday - Saturday: 10am - 8pm
Sunday: 10am - 7pm

Men’s Card Room
Press: 5

Pool (Memorial Day - Labor Day)
Tuesday - Thursday: 10am - 8pm
Friday & Saturday: 10am - 9pm
Sunday 12:30pm - 8pm

Business Office
Press: 6
Controller & Office Manager
Press: 7
Course Superintendent, Tyler Guy
Press: 8
Club Manager, Joe Fidelibus
Press: 9
Administrative Fax
(423) 886-2879

Reservations & Party Inquiries
jfidelibus@smgcc.org

Signal Mountain Golf &
Country Club
Board of Directors 2021
OFFICERS:
Chad Sikes, President
Rob Pearse, Vice-President
Nick Carden, Treasurer
David Marks, Secretary
Arch Trimble IV, Past-President
DIRECTORS:
Andrew Guth
Greg Russell
Alan Kelley
Kyle Wittler
Lynne Marks
Andrew Holt
MANAGEMENT STAFF:
Tyler Guy, Golf Course Superintendent
tguy@smgcc.org
Paul Helle, Head Golf Professional
phelle@smgcc.org
Joe Fidelibus, Club Manager
jfidelibus@smgcc.org
Katherine Powers, Accounting
kpowers@smgcc.org

www.smgcc.org

